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state of demagogy was at least marked and timely. That the great leader must dominate his public, just as the lover dominates his mistress, or the horseman Ms mount, was a platitude that after five years* Conservative administration needed to be reiterated. Lord Beaverbrook knew what the public would stand from a sincere appeal, he knew that the English would always make a general sacrifice. History had shown that the people could be conscripted, or forced to suffer any regulation, provided that no section of the community remained exempt. It was the old idea of equality before the law. That common desire to possess and suffer the common rights and duties of citizenship has remained as a form of effective obedience notwithstanding the nature of the government. The attack on public opinion was necessary and most Conservatives supported the initial entry of the Press, while some sympathised with Lord Beaverbrook until the end.
The drama of the conflict was the clash of personalities. Affection for Mr. Bonar Law had been the bond between the Conservative leader and Lord Beaverbrook.    They had come together from a common friendship, were enrolled together in a common cause, and yet were destined by temperament always to remain at variance.     That Lord Beaverbrook   should  have   been   the   person   who   would first object to Mr. Baldwin's leadership was almost naturaL Lord  Beaverbrook  was  the  staunchest  of  Conservatives in the confined Protectionist and economic sense, which had characterised the party since 1900.    Although he did not  understand the  political  significance,  the  idea  of  a government which had sold its power to serve the behest of a political system was repugnant to him.     His nonconformist conscience could not tolerate the renunciation of a faith.    All the subtler nuances even of Mr. Baldwin's game were lost on a man who had forged his way from obscurity  to  fame  by  concentration  on  a  single  object. Unity of purpose was the basis of Toryism, it was the basis of Lord Beaverbrook's own success, it had been the